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An Introduction

1f only we could talk about
things that concern us,




Ler's Denars
Wil i Palli palitics with mantpulation and intrigue underiaken lo

Fenifiesd Thrray)

Human belngs are onlque tn Iwo respects: (hey possess reason and
the abilily 1o reflect on (hetr actions. They also have the capacity o
use lanymage and comomnieate with each ather. Unlike other spectes,
they can express thetr inmermost thoughts and destres; (hey can
share their ideas and discuss what they constder (o be good and
destrable. Political theory has s rools i the (win aspects of the
human self. If analyses cerlain basic questions such as how should
soclety be organtsed? Why do we need government? What 1s the best
form of gwernment? Does law tmit our [reedom? Whal does (he
state nwe its ritzens? What do we owe each other as cilizens?

Political theory examines guestions of this kind and
sysicmalically thinks about the valnes that inform polittcal life —
valuis stich as freedom, equality and Justice. 1L explatis the micaing
and significance of these and gilier related concepts. 1 clanfies the
existing defnitions of these concepts by [Geusing on sime majer
political thinkers of the past and present it also examines the extent
o which freedom ar eguality are actually present (in the mstitntions
that we participaie tn. everyday llic such as schools, shops. buses
or tralns or government offices. Al an advancesd level, 1L looks at
whether existing defintilons are adequate and how exisiing
insHiuuons {Eovernmenl. bureauercy) and polley practices must
be modified to become more democratic. The objective of poltiteal
theory Is to train cliizens to think rationally aboui political questions
and assess Lhe politieal evernits ol our Unme.

In this chapter, we will examiree what s meant by palities and
polittcal theory and why we should study 1L

1.1 Waar 15 Porrmics?

You would have noteed that people have different ideas
about what politics s, Polilical leaders, and persons
who contest elections and hold palittcal office, may drpue
that it 15 a kind of public service. Some others assoctate

pursue ambitons and satisiy wants. A lew think of
politics as whal politiclans do. I they see polilicians

defecttng from parties, making (alse promises and (all
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clatms, mantpulaling differenil sectons, pursaing persoinal or group
inlerests rulhlessty and tn worst cases stboping Lo crime, they Hnk
polittes with ‘scams’. So prevalen s this way of thinking that when
we see penpie in different walks of We trying 1o promote thetr interests
by any means possible. we say they are playing polifics. il we see
a cricketer mantpulating lo stay in the team. or a fellow student
trytng to use his fmther's position, or a colleague in of flce mindiessly
agreetng with the hoss, we say he or she 15 playing ‘dirty’ palitics.
Distllustoned by such pursulls of selfishness we
despair of polittcs, We say, "l am nol interested
in polites™ or 7| am soing to stay away from
polities™. L 1s not only ordinary people who
despalr of polilics; even businessmen and
entreprenenrs mutinely blame politics for their
woes even as they benefll from and fund varous
palitical parties. Cinema stars also complain of
potities though they seem to be adept at the game
once they jobrs 1L

5
;

N
:
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We are lhus confronted with conflicting
images of palitics. Is politics an undesirable
activity that we should stay away from and gel
rid off? Or, 1s It a warthwhile activity which we ¥int st redte fiom polities al
must engage with in order to make a betierworkd? R

b Frylouwiew it bt He tinks
ILis unforiunate that politics has come o be S otk ot oo

assoctaled with (he pursill of self-interest hy e
any and every method. We need Lo realise thal
polittes ts an important, and imiegral part of any soctety, Mahatma
Gandht once ohserved that polttics envelops us ltke the cotls of a
snake and there is no other way ont but 1o wrestle with it No soolety
can exist withoul some {orm of political organlsation and collective
deotsion making. A soclety thal wanls lo sustain tisell needs (o
Lake mto account the mulitple needs and interests of 1s members.
A mumber of soctal nstilutions such as the famtly, tnbes and
economic instilutions, have emerged (o belp people fulfi! their needs
anid aspirations. Such institutions help us find ways of iving together
acknowledping ocur obligalons Lo each ollier. Among such
mstiiulions, governments play an important part. How governmenits

bt iy ]
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are lormed and low they [oncllon 1s (Hus an

Renel thit vewsgeaper. s Wist sree mmporiant oeus of politics,

th Iasues dominating the .

tacllines=" Do yuu think Gy But pelitics s not confined (o Lthe affatrs of
towe sy Tehovnces foryou? govermment. In [act what governments do s

relevant because 1t affects the hives of the
people in many different ways. We sec that
povernments determtne our econome polley and lorelgn policy and
ediicalional palicy. These pollcies can help Lo tmprove the Hves of
people but an meffictent or cormupt government can also endanger
peopie’s Iives and securtty. If the government tn power allows any
conflicts to become violent. markels close down and schools are
shiut. These disrupl our lives; we cannol buy things thal we may
tieed urpgently; those who dre siek cannol reach the hospital: even
the school schedule gets alfected. syllabl cannot be completed and
we may have Lo take extra coacling for the exams and pay tstilon
fees. I, on the other hand, the government makes polictes o tncrease
literacy and employment, we may get an opporiunily (o go o a
pood school and gel a decent Job.

Sinee the aclions of e sovermmen| affect us desply, we lake a
Itvely nterest in whal governments do. We form associalions and
nrganise campalgns (o articulate our demands. We negoltate with
othersand try to shape the goals thal governmments pursue. When
we disagree with the polictes of the governmeni, we protesi and
organtse demonstuatons (o persuade Lhe government o change
the extsling byws. We passionalely debale the actions of our
represenlatives and discuss whether cormuption has (ncreased or
decreased. We ask whether cormuplion can be rooted out; whether
reservaltons for spectilc groups are just or not. We by 1o understand
why some pariies and leaders win
clections. In Uds way we look for the
raitonale underlying the privalent chaos , li,
and decay. and aspire Lo creale a beter Ler's Do Ir
wosd: How does politics

- To sum up, polttics arises from the nfienee our '?ﬂjfw'
fact that we have different visions of what .‘:lenm ki
ts Just and destrable for us and our yo



- = & i g i 2 , -

Poitenl Theory

soctety. IL velves the mulliple negolalions
that go on in soclety through which collective
decistons are made. AL one level, 1 involves what ‘
govermmments do and how they relate to the

aspiralions of the people: al another level, it Yace's Dsnare

invalves how people struggle and influence decision
making. People may be satd (o engage in polilical
acttvity whenever they negollate with each other
and take part in collective aclivitles which are
destgned (o promole soctal development and help
to resolve common problems.

1.2 Wuar Do We Stooy = Pourmicar TaEory?

ITwe look around us what we see would e movement, developiment
and change. Bul if we look deéeper we would also see certatn values
and principles thal have inspired people and guided polictes, ldeals
ke democracy. freedom or equality for mstance. Diiferent coumiries
may by to profect such values by enshirmtng them in thedr oomsitlintions
as 15 the case with the American and Indian constiiutinns.

These documents did not Just emege overmght: (hey are buill
upari the 1deas and prineciples debated almost sinee the Ume
af Kautllva. Artstolle o Jean Jdacques Roussean. Earl Mary, Mahatima
Gandht and Dr. BR Ambedkar. As far back as the fifih century
B.C.. Plato and Aristotle disenssed with thetr students whether
monarchy or democracy was betier, [n modern times, Roussean first
argued (or frecdom as a lundamental nght of humankind. Karl Marx
argiied Hal equalily was as onictal as freedom. Cleser home, Mahatma
Gandhy discusse! the meaning of genuine frecdom or siwaraj in his
book Hind Swaraj, Br. Ambedkar vigorously argued that the
scheduled castes must be considered a minonty,
and as such, mms{ recelve spectal protection.
These 1deas Nnd their place 1o the Indian
Consittuiton; our Preamble enshrines freedom
and equality: the chapler on Righis in the Indtan P
Consitution abolishes unlouchability In any
form: Gandhian principles [ind a place 1n
Direcuve Principles.

the political

ek B

Should studenis
partivipate in polities?.

Write i shorl note en sy ol

thinkers:

menitioned b LHe cliapiler. fE0
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Polttieal theory desdls wiltl the 1deas and principles thal shape
Constitulions, governmenls and soctal lile tn a systemalle manner,
1 clanfies the meaning of concepls such as freedom, equalily, Justice,
demoeracy, seculartsm amd so on. It probes the stgmificance of
principles such as rule of law, separation of powers. Judicial review,
et This 1s done by examining the arnguments advanced by different
thinkers in defence of these concepits. Though Rousseau or Marx or
Ganedhi did nol became politictans, thetr ideas influenced generations
of poltiictans everywhere. There are also cantemporary thinkers who
draw upan them to defend freedom or democracy In our own: time,
Hestdes examining arguments; political theonsis also reflect upon
our current political experiences and polnt out krends and
possibilities for the future.

Can you ldentify the .&"""""" prfmupww]m» which s in

appication M eaeh of e followinge sedomenits /situations?

o !stuxﬂﬂhmﬂﬁumdn:hhwﬂﬂchaum&Imunmﬂym
shno). .

b The proctior of untogchmtdlity hns been abolishod.

e, All Indipns pre cqual heforedow.

il. Mmhﬂﬁﬂ'mmnﬂnmﬂ%

v, Forcigners who are visiting lndip connol yoto o Indinn

clogtians,
L “There should be no consorship of media or i,
g Students shioild be consulted while planming the annal doy
 functions..
h. Evaryone must jofn the Hepublic Day colebmtions.

But 1s all this relevant for us now? Have we nol already achleved
frecdom and democracy? While India 1s froe amd independent,
gquesitons regarding freedom and eduality have nol ceased to crop
up. This 1s because =506 concerning freedom., equality.: democracy,
artse tn many areas of soctal Me and they are bedng tmplenented in
different sectors at different paces. For Instance, although equaltty
may exisi in the political spherein the form of equal rights, 1t may
nol exist o (He same extenl i the economie or soctal sphicres.
People may enjoy equal polittcal nehis but still be diseriminated

ek B
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apalnst socially because of thelr caste or poverty. Some people may
have a privileged place in soctety whitle others are deprived even of
baste necessities, Seme are able 1o achieve whalever goals they sel
for themselves while miny are unable even (o go to schools so that
they can have decent jobs tn the fature. For them. freedom is stilla
distanl drean.

Secondly, though fregidom s guaranteed n our Consttiation.
we encoutiler new inlerpretations all the Ume. This 15 a Bl like
playing a game: as we play chess or cricket, we learn how to Interpred
the mies. In the process, we discover new and boader meanines of
the game fisell. Similarly. the fundamental rights guaranieed by
our Constitution are continually being relnlerpreted In response (o
new clreumsumcees. For fnstance, the right Lo e lias been
interpreted by the Courts o include the right to Uvelthood. The
righit to Information hias been granted through 2 new law. Soctelies
frequently encounter new challenges which generate new
tnierpretaitons. The fundamental rights guaranteed by our
Consittutton have been amended and expanded over Ume throngh
Judicial Interpretations and government polictes which are destumed
Lo address new problems. : '

Thirdly, as ourworld changes, we may discover new
dimensions of freedom aswell as new threats (o freedom.
For instance, global commumentions technology is

making It easier for actvists o network with one another
across heworld lor protecting tribal evliures or [orests.
Bul 1t also enables lermortsts and criminals Lo network,
Moreover, inlernet commeroe §5 all s¢1 lo Increase
the future, This means that the informalion we give
about ourselves online to buy goods or services muost
b protectid. So even thongh nettzens [cittzns of the
miemnet) do not ke government continl, they recognise
thal some form ol Tegulalion 15 necessary (o safeguard
mdividosl security and privacy. As a result, questions
are ratsed regamding how much freedom shonid be given

Colledt eartoons
from varkous
newsEpspers  and
the various [Ssiies
that they are
concerned  with?

Which  political
concepl do they
bl

to peaple using the nel. For Instance., should they be atlowed (o send
unsallclicd e-mails W0 siraneers? Cal von adverllse your products n
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In ancient Grevez. in the v of Athens. Sormtes was described as the “wisest

man'. He uxes knoum, for questioning and challenging popnlarty held belicfs aboit
sudﬂy retigion and palitics. For this he wys condemmed {o deatti by the rulers of

His student Plaio wmte extensivelly about the e and ideas of Soorates. I his
Book T Repubitic”. he created the chariacer Somates and thotagh him examined
the quention — what bs flstice?

The baak operts with a dislogui beliveen Socrates and nqﬂmhm hmﬂwmq\f

this diclogie Cephalis and his friends come lo recognise that uu#urﬁqmu
of fustice |s inadequnte and unacoepioble.

The important thing in this bs that Socrates uges feason o reteal the tnbalions
aned inconsisloncies in o given potnt of siew. His adversonies oventually admd
ﬂiﬂﬂmﬂuuaﬂwyhﬂh:ﬂmrdl&uddmmddmbun&mﬁmﬂ.

chal rooms? Should governments be allowed to tead private e-matls
1o track down lerrortsis? How much regmulation 1s justiiled and who
should reglate — governments or some privale regulators? Political
theotv has s 1ol Lo leaeh us aboul possible answers Lo these questions
andd Is therefore very relevant.

1.3 Pourrineg Poumnicar Turory 1o PracTiCE

in this textbook. we confine ourselves o one aspect of poliica! theory
— that which deals with the ongins, meaning and signtficance of
political ideas thal we are famttar with such as freedom. equality,
ciizenship, justce, development, natlonalism. secularism and so
on. When we begin a debate or argument on any tople. we nsually
ask “whal does L mean? and "how does it matler?” Palitical theorists
have asked whal 15 freedom or equaltly and provided diverse
deftmittons, Unlike tin mathematics where there can be one definition
of a Inangle or square, we encounter many definittons of equality

m I or freedom or |usilce.

bt iy ]
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Wel saa, Cephalus. | replied: but as conceaining jusfice, what & I? —tospeak the

frulth and to pary your debis —no more than fis?

And even o fis are thete not excepfions? Suppose that a fiend wher in hs nght
mind fas depositad arms with me and he aiks for them wher he s nof in his nght

mind, olight | fo give fiem bock o Him?. ..
You are quite nght, he replied.

it then, |'sald, speaking the filiih aid paying yolr deblsis not a corect definition

of lustice. |,

mwwmmawmm@ hat it s lust e go godd to ol
friendcls and R 10 olif enamiss, wmwﬂ I is st fo o Good to ol

mmmmmmmmwmmmwr

Yes, M8l appeass 1o e o be the futh.

This is because terms Hke equality concern our relationships
with other human beings rather than with (hings. Human betngs.
unltke things. Have opinlons on tesues Hke equallty. And mary
apintons need to be understood and-harmonised. How do we go
about dotng this? Let ns begin with our common experience of
equality in different places.

You may have noliced that people often jump the gquene in shops
or doctor's waliing rooms or government offices. Sometimes. those
whio do so are tald W get back in line and we feel glad. Somelimes.
they gel ahiead and we [eel chealed. We resent thils becanse we all
warnl equal opportanity (o gel gootls and services [or which we are
paying. So when we reflect an our experience, we understand that
cauality means equal opportunity for all. Al the same Ume. if there
are separate counters for the old and disabled, we understand that
such spectal treatment may be jusiified.

Bul we also notice everyday thal many poor people cannot
g0 Lo Lhe shop or Lo a2 doclor because they have no money Lo pay

bt iy ]
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fhe st fo injure anyane: ot Qi

Undowbiediy he ought to mjura thase wha are both wickad and hie enemies
When horses ore njlred, are they Tmproved o detancrated?

he latter.

Detarionated, that s to say. in the good qualiies of horses, not of dogs?
Yes, of horsas,

Arg doges
Of course.

are deterionted In fhe good qualiiies of digs, and nol of hoses?

Anct will not men who ore inlunes be dederioeated in that which i the proper e

af man?
=T i_.

And that human virle s justice?

To be sure:

for goods and services. Some of these people could be day
labourers who are culling stones or lugeing bricks for long hours.
If we are sensitive, we feel thatl i s mot fair that in a sociely
some members cannot even have thelr baste needs satisiled. We
come Lo realise thal equallty must tnvolve some Kind ol [airness
s0 Lhal people are nol unduly exploited and disadvantaged by
economic lactors,

Constler the Bct that there are many children whio cannol go
to school because they have (o work (o feed themselves. And most
girl students i poor houscholds are pulled out of school to care for
their vounger siblings whille parents go W work. Event though (he
Indtan constttution gnarantess the dght o primary education for
all, this fdght rematns formal, Agatn, we may feel thal the government
should do more for such children and thetr parents so thal they are
enabled o go o school.

Thus you may sce Lhat our 1dea of equallty 1s quite complex;
when we are In a quene or playground we wanl equal opportundly.

bt iy ]
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Then men whno are numed ame of neceasty made urjst
Thatis the resyft

Bt 2an 1he msician by his arf moke men unmsical?
Certminty not

O the harsemnan by his ari make them bod horsemen?
Impossitie

And can the just by Jstice make men unlist, o speaking geneml can fne good

Nar can the geod haim anyona!
Imposshls ' '

Ardd the Lt 15 the goodt?
Certainly.

we sulfer from some disability we wanl spectal provisions made.
When we cannot even afford basie needs, equal spportunity 1s nol
enough, We must be enabled to go (o school or get help throngh
progcive measures such as far distributlon of resouices [jobs,
decent wages, subsidised haspltals, ete). This requires that some
ageney be made responsible (o ensure (alrmess,

S0 the reason we have many definitions 1s because the meaning
of equality 15 dependent on the comlext. We staried with wihat 1L
meant for ourselves and then proceeded o consider others {the poor:
disadvaniaged. senlor cllizens, elc.). We discovered many layers of
meaning. We liave been dotng poliiical theory withoul realistre 10

Politcal theortsts clartfy the meantng of political concepls by
looking al How they are ninderstood and used In ordinany language-
They also debate andd examine the diverse meanings and opinions
in a systematic manner. When is equaltly of opportuntiy enongh??
When do people necd spectal treatment? How far and how long
sheild such speciil treatmtieni be giveni? Should poor chilldren be
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menmmmumnawmmmmlﬂwmafumﬁ#m DUt of 1t
opposite, who & the unjust®
I think that what you say |s quile true, Socrates,

-And he who s most skilful In mﬁwmmg Gf EsCOping o o diseass s best able fo
Creche One”
True.

And he s The best guard of a-camp who Is best able fo sleal o march ypan he
Certainty.

Then tewho i a good keeper of anyhing i aisd o good thief>
That. | suppose; is 1 be infsired.

Thenif the st man s good ot Ineenhgﬂmer hehgmdaﬁmﬂrg It
That ks implied in the argument.

pven midday meals (o encourage them (o stay In schools? These
are seme questions which they address. As you can see, these Issues
are eminently practical: they provide guldelines {or framing public
policies on education and employment.

As'In the case of equality, 58 also In the case of other concepls,
politteal theorsis engage with everyilay opinlons, debate possthle
meantngs and thrash oul palicy options. Freedom, Cltzenship, Righls,
Development.-Jusiive, Equalily, Nationaltsm and Secularisn are some
of the coneepts that we will discuss in the following chapters.

1.4 Wuy ssovrn We Stuoy Pourticar Tesory?

We may have political tdeas but dowe need to study palitical theory?
l= 1t not more sulted for polittcians who practise politics? Or for
bureaucrals who make policies? Or for (hose who leach polliteal
theay? Or for lawyers amd Judges whio interpret the Consiltution

m I and kws? Or for activists and Journabisis who expose exploitation

bt iy ]
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hen affer all fhe just man has fumed oul fo bea fhet ...

JAnd rsteod of saying $mply o5 we oid of fist, nat 1f s st o do geod to ogp
Triends cnd ham fo our enemias. we should furiher say: 1 s st fo co good fo oar
friends when They are geod and harm o our enemies when fhey o eyl

‘Yes, thal appears lo me {o b= the trulh,
But cught the ust fo injure any one ol ail?

Lindoubledly he aught to injure those who are bolh wicked and his enemies.

When Nomas are iInjured. are Mey Mproved or deternirated?
The lattes.

Deteriorated, fhat i to =y, mmmmmmmrmw

“¥es, of horges.

Ardd dog are defedorated In the ood qualiies of dogs, and nat of horses?

Of Coaiine:

and demand new nghis? What do we (ligh school stndents) gain by
knowing the meantog of freedom or equality?

First of all. political theory is relevant for all the above (argel
groups. As lugh school studenis, we may choose one of the above
professions In the [mlure and so mdirectly 1L s relevant [orus even
now. Do we nol learn mathematies although not all of us will becone
mathematicians or engineers? Is il nol because baste artithmetle s
usefol to e in general?

Secondly, we are all going to be citizens entitled 1o vote and
decide otlier 1ssues. To act responsibly. 1l 1s helpful (o have a bastc
knowledge ol the political ldeas and instbitlons (hal shape te
woiid we Hve dtn. In the mformalion soclely. 1 1s crucial that we
learn Lo be reasonabile and informed Ifwe are (o parilcipale o gram
sabhas or offer our views on webhstes and polls. f we smply express
arbitrary preferences. we will not be very effective. But i we are
Lhoughtiul and mature we can use Lhe new media 1o discuss and
EXpIESs olur cammaon interests,

bt iy ]
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And wil ROt man wno are Injurest be detarorated n that wilkh & Me proper
virtue of man?

Certainly.

Ancl Bhatt Human Virfue i Justice?

To baslire:

tf‘p&nnm

Mﬁﬂﬂﬁlﬁ&iﬂﬁﬁff’ﬁfﬂmmw

That isllt:ﬁsm

BUI cian the misician by his art micks men uimusical?
Cesainly nol.

Of the narssiman by his art moke hem bad homemen?

Arid con th Just by justice moks men Unjust, ot speaking general can the gisod
Ly virtle mitke fhem bod? A '
Assuradly nol., .

As cliizens, we are a bil Hke the audience in a music conceri:
we are nol the main performers interpretng the song and melody.
Bul we set the agenda and appréclate the outpul and put tn new
requesis, Have vou nolred thal musiclans perform better when
they know the andience ts knowledgeable and appreciative? So
alse an educated and vistlant cittzenry makes those who play polities
more publicsspirited.

Thurgdly, reedom, eqguality and seculansm are nol absiract 1ssues
tn our lives, We datly encounter discrimination of viarious sorts in
famitites, schools, colleges, shopping malls and so on. We ourselves
have prejudices agatnst people who are different from us, be they
of a different caste or reltoton or gender or class, [fwe feel oppressed,
we wani [l redressed and if thal Is delayed, we feel violent revotutton
15 justfied. Ifwe are privileged, we deny thal there 1s any oppression
evien as our malds and sevanls siruggle for dignity. Somelimes,
we even feel that our servants deserve (he treatment they gel. Whal
pelitical theory encotmages us (o do 1S examme our fdeas and feelings
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hior can fhe guod ham any one?
Impossitie

And the just is the good?
Cartamly.

T2 fo ihjlre o friend of any one slie is fiat the oot of @ just man, biut of

fhie cpposite, who i ihe urijust?
I it thal wha you say s quils rue, Sociaies.

Then if @ man says that kstice conskts In fhe rmpayment of debls, ond
Wwﬂummmﬁmmbmmweﬂmm~
which he owes ta his enemies.—io say this & not wise. forit B not fue 8, o
has beeh clegrly shown. e inliing of ancttier ton B2 In m:mei‘m

aboul political things. Just by {ooking at them more carefully, we
become moderate In our ideas and feelings.

Finally, as students we exljoy debales and elocullon compeltions.
We have apinieins aboul-whial 1s righl or wiong, Jusi or urjiist but do
not knaw whether they are reasonable ar not, Only when we argue
with others, we realise the need o deflend them and seek oul reasons
and argumenis. Polttical theory exposes us (o systematic thinking
on jusifce or equality so thatwe can polish our options and argue in
an Informe] manner and for the sake of common lnleresis, Siuch
skills of debatng rationally and communtcating effectively are kely
o be greal assels in the global informational order,
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§ Exercises

Which of the following statiments noe e /false nbout Pabitics! " Throry?
[a) T dlb=sibes idens (hl form e basis ol pollen Bsiboticos

by 1 explagmes Uie relaborsthibp betweon differene religions
el 1 explmins the memmings of cocept= like cqguatity som-frocdom:
fd) It prediees the performinnee of palitke) prarties,

Polithes 1s snuee than whid palificlans do, De You agree with this
ntatemenit? Glve examples,

Vil cliberisare o sl for thie sucdesshe] worlong of o demisdracy,
Cormierit

Ly weduunl waws Is Ll slcy ol pollikes] isory usefl for us? Tdentily
i vemavs 1o whitl ‘politital theory cin Be usefinl 1 us?

[ you think thnt pn geod foonvineing argomen| con: compe) others
Hsien o yon

o you think sindying political theory is e stndying malbemniics?
Give remscny (o youEr novwer,
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